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former husband. It appears to be rarely used among the
Sunnis. Dr. Wortabet, in his "Religion in the East/' takes
no account of it in his treatment of this sect. However*
from his notice of the Metawileh it would appear that in
divorce they follow this first form.1 With the Sunnis, in
ordinary cases the man need only say to his wife three times:
"Thou art divorced/' or "Thou art free/5 to make the di-
vorce final. Indeed, should he hold up three fingers or
drop three stones the result would be the same. However,
it is usual to employ a formula of oath.2 No charge against
the woman need be named nor cause for the divorce as-
signed. There may be found among the peasantry, how-
ever, especially in small communities, limitation of the evils
of divorce, as the tyranny of the husband is effectively
tempered by the fear of the male relatives of the wife, whose
revengeful rage might make matters very hot in case of an
"unjust divorce. In Syria divorce is said to be rare among
the poor. Similar causes operate to the same end in higher
life, mutatis mutandis.

In Syria, if the divorced woman is friendless, she may state
her case before the court, and, should she wish to marry
again, a husband must be provided for her; if she remains
unmarried, her former husband must support her; children
must be supported by the father; if over seven years of age,
they may choose which parent they will live with; under
seven, they go with the mother.3 In addition to the caprice
of the husband there are eleven conditions which, according
to Mohammedan law, require divorce. Some of these are
favorable to women. Either party is divorced from the
other in case of apostasy from Islam; in case of proof that
the marriage has disregarded a recognized disability; or
in case of one becoming the slave of the other. A woman
may obtain a divorce from her husband if she can prove
his physical disability; if the stipulated dowry is not paid;

1 "Religion in the East" (op. at), p. 278.

2 For the oath "by the triple divorce/' used by the fellahtn, see
Baldensperger's article on "Marriage " (op. cit.), p. 132.

8 See article, "Mohammedan Women in Syria/7 in "Our Moslem
Sisters " (op. dt.)f p. 184.